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The result of the vote was announced

as above recorded.
A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.

f

ELECTRONIC SIGNATURES IN
GLOBAL AND NATIONAL COM-
MERCE ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BARTON of Texas). The pending busi-
ness is the question of suspending the
rules and passing the bill, H.R. 1714, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. BLI-
LEY) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 1714, as amend-
ed, on which the yeas and nays are or-
dered.

This will be a 5-minute vote.
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 234, nays
122, not voting 77, as follows:

[Roll No. 552]

YEAS—234

Aderholt
Armey
Bachus
Ballenger
Barcia
Barrett (NE)
Bartlett
Barton
Bass
Bateman
Bereuter
Biggert
Bilbray
Bilirakis
Bliley
Blumenauer
Blunt
Boehlert
Bonilla
Bono
Boswell
Boucher
Boyd
Brady (TX)
Bryant
Burr
Burton
Buyer
Callahan
Calvert
Camp
Campbell
Canady
Cannon
Capps
Castle
Chabot
Clement
Coble
Combest
Condit
Cox
Cramer
Crane
Crowley
Cunningham
Davis (FL)
Davis (VA)
DeMint
Diaz-Balart
Dickey
Doggett
Dooley
Doolittle
Dreier
Dunn
Ehlers
Ehrlich
Emerson
English
Eshoo
Etheridge

Ewing
Fletcher
Foley
Fowler
Franks (NJ)
Frelinghuysen
Frost
Gallegly
Gekas
Gibbons
Gilchrest
Gillmor
Gilman
Goode
Goodlatte
Gordon
Goss
Graham
Granger
Green (TX)
Green (WI)
Gutknecht
Hall (TX)
Hansen
Hastings (WA)
Hayes
Hefley
Herger
Hill (MT)
Hilleary
Hobson
Hoekstra
Holt
Hooley
Horn
Hostettler
Hunter
Hutchinson
Hyde
Inslee
Isakson
Istook
Jenkins
Johnson (CT)
Johnson, Sam
Jones (NC)
Kasich
Kelly
Kind (WI)
King (NY)
Kingston
Knollenberg
Kolbe
Kuykendall
LaHood
Larson
Latham
LaTourette
Lazio
Leach
Lewis (CA)
Lewis (KY)

Linder
LoBiondo
Lofgren
Lucas (KY)
Lucas (OK)
Maloney (CT)
Manzullo
McCarthy (NY)
McCollum
McCrery
McHugh
McInnis
McIntosh
McKeon
Metcalf
Miller (FL)
Miller, Gary
Minge
Moore
Moran (KS)
Moran (VA)
Morella
Napolitano
Nethercutt
Ney
Northup
Norwood
Nussle
Ose
Oxley
Packard
Pease
Pelosi
Peterson (MN)
Peterson (PA)
Petri
Pickering
Pickett
Pitts
Pombo
Porter
Portman
Price (NC)
Quinn
Radanovich
Ramstad
Regula
Reynolds
Riley
Roemer
Rogan
Rogers
Rohrabacher
Ros-Lehtinen
Roukema
Royce
Ryan (WI)
Ryun (KS)
Sanchez
Sanford
Saxton
Schaffer

Sensenbrenner
Shadegg
Shaw
Shays
Sherman
Sherwood
Shimkus
Shuster
Simpson
Sisisky
Skeen
Smith (MI)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Snyder
Souder

Spence
Stearns
Stenholm
Stump
Sununu
Tancredo
Tauscher
Tauzin
Terry
Thomas
Thompson (CA)
Thornberry
Thune
Tiahrt
Towns
Traficant

Turner
Udall (CO)
Upton
Vitter
Walden
Walsh
Weldon (FL)
Weller
Weygand
Whitfield
Wicker
Wilson
Wolf
Wu
Young (AK)
Young (FL)

NAYS—122

Abercrombie
Ackerman
Allen
Andrews
Baird
Baldacci
Baldwin
Barrett (WI)
Becerra
Bentsen
Berman
Berry
Bonior
Borski
Brady (PA)
Brown (FL)
Brown (OH)
Capuano
Cardin
Chenoweth-Hage
Clayton
Clyburn
Conyers
Cummings
Davis (IL)
DeFazio
DeGette
DeLauro
Deutsch
Dicks
Dingell
Dixon
Duncan
Edwards
Engel
Evans
Farr
Fattah
Filner
Ford
Frank (MA)

Gephardt
Gonzalez
Hall (OH)
Hastings (FL)
Hill (IN)
Hinchey
Hoeffel
Hoyer
Jackson (IL)
John
Johnson, E. B.
Kanjorski
Kaptur
Kildee
Kilpatrick
Kleczka
Kucinich
LaFalce
Lampson
Lantos
Lee
Levin
Lewis (GA)
Luther
Maloney (NY)
Markey
Martinez
Mascara
Matsui
McCarthy (MO)
McDermott
McGovern
Meehan
Meek (FL)
Meeks (NY)
Menendez
Millender-

McDonald
Miller, George
Mollohan
Murtha

Nadler
Oberstar
Obey
Olver
Ortiz
Pallone
Pascrell
Pastor
Paul
Payne
Phelps
Pomeroy
Rahall
Rangel
Reyes
Rivers
Rodriguez
Rothman
Roybal-Allard
Rush
Sawyer
Schakowsky
Scott
Skelton
Slaughter
Spratt
Stark
Strickland
Tanner
Thurman
Tierney
Udall (NM)
Velazquez
Vento
Visclosky
Waters
Watt (NC)
Waxman
Wexler
Wise
Woolsey

NOT VOTING—77

Archer
Baker
Barr
Berkley
Bishop
Blagojevich
Boehner
Carson
Chambliss
Clay
Coburn
Collins
Cook
Cooksey
Costello
Coyne
Cubin
Danner
Deal
Delahunt
DeLay
Doyle
Everett
Forbes
Fossella
Ganske

Gejdenson
Goodling
Greenwood
Gutierrez
Hayworth
Hilliard
Hinojosa
Holden
Houghton
Hulshof
Jackson-Lee

(TX)
Jefferson
Jones (OH)
Kennedy
Klink
Largent
Lipinski
Lowey
McIntyre
McKinney
McNulty
Mica
Mink
Moakley
Myrick

Neal
Owens
Pryce (OH)
Sabo
Salmon
Sanders
Sandlin
Scarborough
Serrano
Sessions
Shows
Smith (WA)
Stabenow
Stupak
Sweeney
Talent
Taylor (MS)
Taylor (NC)
Thompson (MS)
Toomey
Wamp
Watkins
Watts (OK)
Weiner
Weldon (PA)
Wynn

b 1840

Mr. CROWLEY changed his vote from
‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.’’

Mr. SHERMAN changed his vote
from ‘‘present’’ to ‘‘yea.’’

So (two-thirds not having voted in
favor thereof) the motion was rejected.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

Stated for:
Ms. STABENOW. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall

No. 552, I was unavoidably detained. Had I
been present, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’

f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall Nos. 550,
551, and 552, I was unavoidably delayed due
to mechanical problems on Delta Airlines flight
to Washington, DC. Had I been present, I
would have voted ‘‘yea.’’

f

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 1999, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

f

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. THURMAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on the subject of my special
order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Florida?

There was no objection.

f

TRIBUTE TO DR. JOHN LOMBARDI

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Mrs. THURMAN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mrs. THURMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am
here today along with other Members
of the Florida congressional delegation
to pay tribute to an accomplished lead-
er and a very special man, Dr. John
Lombardi. Today is Dr. Lombardi’s last
day as president of the University of
Florida.

I remember thinking to myself when
Dr. Lombardi came on board in 1990
that we were very lucky to have him.
He came to the University of Florida
from Johns Hopkins University where
he excelled as provost and vice presi-
dent for academic affairs.

b 1845

Before that, he spent 20 years at Indi-
ana University, where he held a variety
of teaching and administrative posi-
tions, including Director of Latin
American Studies, Dean of Inter-
national Programs, and Dean of Arts
and Sciences.

These positions at distinguished uni-
versities helped to shape Dr. Lombardi
into the innovative dynamic leader he
proved to be while at the top post of
the University of Florida.

Just to highlight some of his accom-
plishments and to help explain why he
will be missed so much, Dr. Lombardi
led the University of Florida through a
decade of great accomplishment. Fol-
lowing his vision, the University of
Florida waged an amazing 5-year pri-
vate fund-raising drive that brought in
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more than $570 million by the end of
September and the campaign is well on
its way towards reaching its revised
goal of $750 million by the end of the
year 2000.

Dr. Lombardi played an instrumental
role in shaping the university into one
of the country’s best public research
institutions. The university ranks 12th
in the country in total research and de-
velopment spending at public univer-
sities and under his leadership the re-
search awards to the university in-
creased from $161 million in 1990 to $296
million in 1999.

Clearly, the additional research dol-
lars and the success of the private
fund-raising campaign are due in large
part to the tremendous job Dr.
Lombardi has done in making the Uni-
versity of Florida one the country’s
leading public higher institutions of
learning.

This year, U.S. News and World Re-
port ranked the University of Florida
16th in the country in an overall rating
of public universities and, according to
the latest survey, Money magazine
rated the university number 10 for
schools offering the most value for the
cost. Last year, Kiplinger’s business
magazine ranked the university fifth
among State universities in the coun-
try for offering the most value for the
tuition.

Those are all ratings to be proud of,
and Dr. Lombardi can take credit for
these successes and many more for his
commitment to an overall mission he
coined: ‘‘It’s performance that counts.’’

I first had the pleasure of working
with Dr. Lombardi while serving in the
Florida State Senate. While under the
leadership of the gentlewoman from
Florida (Mrs. MEEK), I had the privi-
lege of working as the liaison between
the Senate Appropriations Sub-
committee on Education and leaders of
higher education in the State. During
this time, I had the opportunity to
work with the board of regents and the
chancellor and I soon got to know
President Lombardi.

From the very start, he was a very
impressive man. He came in with fresh
ideas and had an uncanny ability to
talk to people with great clarity and
conviction. That enabled him to rise to
the position of unofficial spokesman on
behalf of higher education before the
State Senate and House Committee on
Appropriations and he earned my re-
spect and admiration in the process.

He was the idea man. He was the one
who was able to go in with such force
that people realized that what they
were doing was important. I am grate-
ful I was able to continue my working
relationship with Dr. Lombardi after
leaving the State Senate following my
election to Congress in 1992 as the rep-
resentative of Florida’s 5th District,
including the University of Florida.

Since that time, I have watched him
set many of his ideas into motion and
make a difference. Among his many ac-
complishments, the university’s enroll-
ment, retention and graduation rates

are way up. He has implemented very
effective programs to help students
graduate within 4 years. He has in-
creased the number of combined degree
programs so undergraduates can now
earn a bachelor and master’s degree in
5 or 6 years. He has led the effort to
make computers accessible to all stu-
dents, and even provided every student
and faculty member with free e-mail
and Internet accounts. The buildings
on the campuses are new and improved
because of him. The campus has new
dorms, a new student recreational cen-
ter, softball complex, dining room,
chemistry building, physics building,
vet school, cancer center and the Brain
Institute.

He also oversaw the transformation
of the university’s teaching hospital,
Shands, into a multihospital health
care system that spans communities
throughout north central Florida, in-
cluding Jacksonville, whose represent-
atives are the gentlewoman from Flor-
ida (Ms. BROWN) and the gentlewoman
from Florida (Mrs. FOWLER). These are
just some of his remarkable accom-
plishments during his tenure.

I’ve also come to understand and realize
firsthand the love the students have for this
man. Every year during the homecoming pa-
rade, thousands of students stand along the
sidelines cheering as he passes. They adore
him and he’s earned their affection through his
warmth, accessibility and understanding. He
can walk through the campus and the stu-
dents just know him, and I’m not sure I’ve
seen that in many places over the years.

For this reason, I’m pleased to learn Dr.
Lombardi will be staying on at the university to
direct the Center for Florida Studies in the Hu-
manities and Social Sciences and teaching
courses in the history department. Throughout
his tenure as president, Dr. Lombardi always
made time to teach a course every semester
on campus, ranging from the history of inter-
collegiate sports to Latin American history to
international business.

He enjoys sharing his knowledge, and in
this way, he will continue to influence students
on campus and make a difference.

I was trying to explain to someone in my of-
fice the other day exactly why Dr. Lombardi is
so popular. And I have to admit, it can be hard
to boil down to a few words. But sometimes
you just meet someone and you just like them.
You work with them and over time you be-
come friends. You see something in them that
you think is very special and that draws you
to them. Perhaps it’s their warmth or the way
they approach life. That’s how it is with both
Dr. Lombardi and his wonderful wife, Cathryn.

They are both very special people, and I am
very appreciative of the work they have done
for both the university and the community. I
would like to thank them for helping the Uni-
versity of Florida achieve particularly ambitious
goals through dedication, commitment and the
general belief that indeed, ‘‘It’s Performance
that Counts.’’

Mr. Speaker, before I end with my
tribute I would like to make mention
that the gentleman from Florida (Mr.
SCARBOROUGH) could not be here to pay
tribute in person because of recent
back surgery, but he will submit a trib-
ute for the RECORD.

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I want
to commend my colleague from Florida,
KAREN THURMAN, for calling this special order
today to honor Dr. John Lombardi, the out-
going President of the University of Florida.

Dr. Lombardi has served the University of
Florida with distinction as president for the
past 9 years. During this time, he has taken
the university to new national levels of excel-
lence, from the classroom, to the research lab-
oratories, to the athletic fields.

The number of National Merit Scholars at-
tending the university has more than doubled
during his presidency. Private gifts to the uni-
versity have increased by almost two-thirds
and research and development funds from
Federal, State, and private sources have more
than doubled. And we all know of the univer-
sity’s prowess on the athletic fields under Dr.
Lombardi’s presidency. The Gators won na-
tional championships in football, men’s golf,
women’s tennis, women’s soccer, and numer-
ous Southeastern Conference championships
in a wide range of sports.

On a personal note, my colleagues should
know how diligently Dr. Lombardi has worked
with Congress on behalf of our great State of
Florida and its university system. One dream
of Dr. Lombardi, which I had the opportunity to
assist with through my work on the Appropria-
tions Committee, was the creation of the Brain
Institute. Through his work and dedication on
this project, the University of Florida now
hosts an institute which will lead to critical new
medical research and technological break-
throughs to help generations of people
throughout our Nation and the world.

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Lombardi has served our
State, the University of Florida, its faculty and
students honorably and with a conviction
these past nine years. He has been an out-
standing ambassador for the university with
the Florida congressional delegation and I
want to say how much we appreciate his dedi-
cation and how much we will miss his hard
work and his friendship. Thank you Dr.
Lombardi for your service and I join with my
colleagues from Florida in wishing you and
your wife Cathryn all the best as you continue
your work to improve the quality of education
for our Nation’s students.

Mr. SCARBOROUGH. Mr. Speaker, on No-
vember 1, 1999, the citizens of the State of
Florida will be losing a man who has dedi-
cated the last decade to making the University
of Florida one of the greatest public univer-
sities in the country. This gentleman has dis-
tinguished himself as a community leader, a
dedicated educator, and one of our Nation’s
finest collegiate administrators. The man I
speak about today is Dr. John Lombardi,
president of the University of Florida.

During Dr. Lombardi’s 91⁄2-year tenure as
president, the University of Florida’s enroll-
ment increased to more than 43,000 students
and its budget is now almost twice what it was
when he arrived in 1990. UF was ranked the
16th-best public university in the United States
by U.S. News & World Report earlier this year,
buildings have popped up all over campus and
an ambitious capital campaign is nearing com-
pletion. Since 1990, the number of degrees
awarded annually from UF’s graduate pro-
grams has increased from 1,613 in 1988 to
2,558 in 1998. Research expenditures have
more than doubled since 1988, from $126 mil-
lion to $271 million.

In my opinion, Mr. Speaker, John Lombardi
has gone above and beyond the call of duty
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throughout this distinguished career in the field
of education. His personality and genuine con-
cern for the well being and intellectual devel-
opment of students has been the key to his
success. John was never the type of university
president who governed from an ivory tower
on campus. John was a president who could
be seen on any given school day, walking to
his office through the campus, all the while
interacting with students and teachers. On
rainy days in Gainesville, Dr. Lombardi would
drive his old, red pick-up truck to work. On fall
Saturdays, John could be seen cheering on
the Fightin’ Gators to another gridiron victory
with 85,000 other fans and students.

John’s maverick attitude and dedication to
public education has been a model in the lives
of the thousands of students, parents, edu-
cators, and university employees that he has
taught, supervised, and encouraged. His leg-
acy will tell of a tireless man in black, horn-
rimmed glasses, who always fought for what
he thought was best for the University of Flor-
ida and accepted no compromises.

Even as John ends his tenure as president
of the University of Florida, his dedication to
education will remain a priority in his life. John
will continue to remain on the faculty of UF as
a history professor and as a co-director of the
Center for Studies of Humanities and Social
Sciences.

So today, when that old, red pickup truck
pulls away from the president’s house in
Gainesville, FL for the last time, let us think
about the gifts that Dr. John Lombardi has
given the students of the University of Florida.
Gifts like leadership, imagination, greatness,
and pride.

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, I appreciate
this opportunity to join with my Florida col-
leagues in paying tribute to John Lombardi,
who stepped down today as president of the
University of Florida. Although Dr. Lombardi is
leaving the administrative side of the univer-
sity, he will return to teaching in the school’s
history department.

When I took office in 1989, I represented
Gainesville and the University of Florida until
1992. Although no longer in my district, the
university is an important resource for the peo-
ple of Florida, and I have continued to be in-
volved with the school. Over the years, I have
had the privilege of working with John
Lombardi and I am proud of what we have ac-
complished.

In 1990, Dr. Lombardi became the president
of the University of Florida. Through his hard
work and dedication, the University of Florida
has heightened its educational reputation and
enhanced its commitment to excellence.
Under the guidance of Dr. Lombardi over this
decade, academic standards have increased,
student performance has risen, graduation
rates have improved, and the modernization of
equipment and facilities have flourished. The
1990’s will long be seen as an era of devel-
oping a premier institute of higher learning at
the University of Florida.

Although an outstanding administrator and
educator, John has other attributes that I am
pleased to point out. I recall one of my first
meetings with him. A number of us were in
Gainesville for a school dinner and waiting for
President Lombardi to show up. I was looking
down the road and saw and old, odd looking
truck lumbering up the road. I though it was
probably the landscaper coming in to complete
some final touches before the event.

Instead, to my surprise, President Lombardi
stepped out of his truck. This truck has be-
come a Lombardi trademark around campus.
Yes, this noted scholar does not require the
pomp and trappings of his office. He is equally
comfortable conversing with the erudite as
with the common man, and this egalitarian
quality marks all that he does.

As with the truck, John is also well known
for the red suspenders he wears to the foot-
ball games. In addition to the arrival of Presi-
dent Lombardi, 1990 marked a significant turn
around in Gator football. Steve Spurrier was
brought in as coach. In the previous 56 years,
no Florida team has captured an official
Southeastern Conference Championship—the
Gators won three in the early 1990’s. The ar-
rival of John Lombardi enhanced more than
the academic standing of the university, it initi-
ated the rise of a sports powerhouse.

John is also a family man, and I always
enjoy the time I spend with them. His wife
Cathryn and I share an interest in science fic-
tion, and I always appreciate the chance to
compare notes and to exchange recommenda-
tions. This is a wonderful American family with
two children, and I had the pleasure to have
one of them work in my office part time.

In the first century B.C., the Roman poet
Horace urged that man ‘‘seek for truth in the
groves of Academe.’’ The brilliance of John
Lombardi is exhibited through his efforts to
seek the truth through learning. As president,
he has taken many courageous stands—cou-
rageous because they have been controver-
sial. However, the pursuit of enlightenment is
not, and should not. always be easy. Avoiding
controversy means accepting mediocrity—and
that is not John Lombardi.

Each of us is here in the world to accom-
plish something. During his tenure as presi-
dent, John Lombardi has stood in the gap to
make a difference. He has set an example of
excellence in pubic and private service which
should be an example for all.

John, thank you for your friendship and for
all that you have done for the University of
Florida. We are sorry to see you leave office,
but you have earned this return to the class-
room where you will continue to help shape
the minds of the future.

Mr. SHAW. Mr. Speaker, today is the final
day that Mr. John Lombardi will serve in his
capacity as president of the University of Flor-
ida. Throughout the last 10 years he has
served as not only a president, but as a teach-
er, mentor, historian, innovator, and architect
of educational improvement throughout the
State of Florida. I am honored to include him
among the great leaders of my State.

Though Mr. Lombardi’s presidency has
been characterized by conflict, it is through
this conflict that he has exuded his abilities as
an exceptional leader. Before Mr. Lombardi
even began his term in 1990, he found himself
in the midst of a a racial conflict on campus.
Mr. Lombardi not only mitigated the crisis, but
used it as a platform for promoting racial
equality at the University of Florida. From that
ordeal, he committed his administration to
making UF more comfortable and accessible
to minority students.

While Mr. Lombardi’s term of service can be
characterized by challenges, it can also be
characterized by innovation. Under Mr.
Lombardi’s administration, the University of
Florida has excelled in technology and edu-
cation. He has instituted an Integrated Student

Information System (or ISIS) that allows stu-
dents to on-line information on their personal
finance, housing, grades, and curriculum. He
has also created the UF Bank—a paradigm for
collegiate financial processing, as well as an
Integrated Healthcare System, Genetics Insti-
tute, Brain Institute, and numerous combined
degree programs.

When considering Mr. Lombardi’s initiatives,
one must also consider his university develop-
ment at the University of Florida. President
Lombardi has overseen and initiated the build-
ing of new dormitories, a student recreational
center, Gator Dining, and buildings for chem-
istry, physics, veterinary medicine, and cancer
research. His fundraising efforts have brought
more than half a billion dollars to the university
for further initiatives.

Mr. Lombardi’s most impressive char-
acteristic, however, may be his ability to lead.
Mr. Lombardi is a charismatic leader, a vision-
ary, responsible for the actions of himself and
his administration and adept at the often
harrowing necessities of his occupation. When
the Legislature of the State of Florida set forth
budgetary restrictions that many thought would
hinder the universities, Mr. Lombardi effec-
tively managed to save 41 of 44 new pro-
grams to the astonishment of his peers at uni-
versities throughout the State of Florida. He
has often dealt directly with the State legisla-
ture to serve the needs of the University of
Florida.

Mr. Lombardi has said that, ‘‘to succeed we
must perform, we must be efficient and we
must produce first-rank quality in all that we
do.’’ His statement is certainly indicative of his
tenure as president of the University of Flor-
ida. He has brought honor to his university, to
his State, and to his country through his term
of office.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize and honor John V. Lombardi, who
has served with distinction as the president of
the University of Florida for over 9 years. In
that role, he has taken this distinguished insti-
tution to new heights of academic perform-
ance.

I had the pleasure of meeting John
Lombardi shortly after his inauguration as
president of the University of Florida. Since
that time, I have come to know Dr. Lombardi
well. I have seen firsthand the profound im-
pact he has had at the university in the inter-
vening years. Quite frankly, Dr. Lombardi has
been unique among university presidents in
his ability to relate to students, staff, faculty,
and all those who support the University of
Florida.

As a Member of Congress, I am well aware
of the difficulty in maintaining close contact
with one’s constituents. It takes work; it takes
prioritizing—but it is vital to accurate represen-
tation. Dr. Lombardi has set as his priority the
‘‘pursuit of ever-higher quality’’ in every area
throughout the University of Florida.

To achieve this goal, he has made himself
available to the students, to the faculty and to
the staff, among others. He has been a leader
of efforts to improve and diversify programs
and to secure financial and community sup-
port.

I want to publicly commend Mr. Lombardi
for his dedicated service to the University of
Florida. Throughout his commitment, he has
helped to provide direction and positive growth
for a generation of Floridians.
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Mr. BOYD. Mr. Speaker, I would like to take

this opportunity to pay tribute to retiring Uni-
versity of Florida president John Lombardi. Dr.
Lombardi is departing his post today after a
decade of service to our university, its stu-
dents and the surrounding community. Dr.
Lombardi’s tenure was marked by his dedica-
tion to a mission of shaping the University of
Florida into the world-class institution it has
become today.

As a member of the Florida State Legisla-
ture, I had the opportunity to develop a per-
sonal relationship with Dr. Lombardi as he
worked with the legislature to ensure the uni-
versity obtained the resources it needed to
serve Florida’s students and develop its rep-
utation as a quality research institution. I have
always been impressed by his tireless efforts
on behalf of the university to raise academic
standards and student performance and ex-
pand opportunities for the entire university
community.

Dr. Lombardi’s commitment, however, ex-
tended beyond the boundaries of his campus,
as the entire State of Florida has benefited
from his years of service. The constituents of
the Second Congressional District, in par-
ticular, have profited from Dr. Lombardi’s sup-
port of the land grant university’s concept of a
‘‘People’s’’ university through its Institute of
Food and Agricultural Sciences. Dr. Lombardi
recognized the campus’ critical role in devel-
oping research, teaching and extension pro-
grams to serve Florida’s agricultural commu-
nity.

Most impressive, however, has been Dr.
Lombardi’s devotion to the University of Flor-
ida’s most important resource—its students. At
a time when higher education institutions are
bursting at the seams, Lombardi has always
put the needs of his students first, and as a
result, he has earned the affection of the en-
tire student body.

On behalf of the Second Congressional Dis-
trict, I would like to thank Dr. Lombardi and
send him best wishes for all his future endeav-
ors. We will not forget the many ways he has
made the University and the State of Florida
a better place.

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
KUYKENDALL). Under a previous order
of the House, the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. DIAZ-BALART) is recognized for
5 minutes.

(Mr. DIAZ-BALART addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

HONORING THE SERVICE OF DR.
JOHN LOMBARDI, PRESIDENT OF
UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. DAVIS) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. DAVIS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I
also rise to pay tribute to President
John Lombardi on his last day as
President of the University of Florida.

From the very first day that John
Lombardi became President of the Uni-
versity of Florida, about 10 years ago,
he demonstrated a vision and a passion
that would be very difficult to dupli-
cate. He arrived in a 1985 GMC red

pickup truck, and it became quite clear
immediately that this was a very spe-
cial person who could relate just as ef-
fectively with the students as he did
with the academics and the adminis-
trators.

He truly believed in the greatness of
the university and he had a very
unique style of communication that al-
lowed him to spread his vision that,
notwithstanding the tremendous rep-
utation the University of Florida had,
it was far ahead of its reputation.

John Lombardi’s style of commu-
nication was unique; professional, hon-
est, direct and at times blunt, but he
said what many people wanted to hear
and he took the university through a
great deal of progress in a very short
period of time. As the gentlewoman
from Florida (Mrs. THURMAN) has
elaborated, research dollars increased
by double the amount they were when
he arrived; the academic credentials of
the student body increased dramati-
cally. One statistic I will quote, which
is a little daunting for us, the entering
freshman at the University of Florida
now is a 3.90.

Dr. Lombardi also shepherded
through the creation of three very na-
tionally well-known centers, the UF
Brain Institute, the Engineering Re-
search Center for Particle Science, and
the National High Magnetic Labora-
tory, which is under the auspices of the
University of Florida, Florida State
University and Los Alamos National
Laboratory.

The 1990s has not been the easiest
decade to manage a university. But
John Lombardi’s creativity and re-
sourcefulness helped the University of
Florida thrive in a time of shrinking
budgets and bulging enrollments. He
created a money management system
that gave his deans and directors more
control and flexibility of their own
budgets. The deans thrived under this
system, saving more than $6.7 million
in 1996 and 1997, and $12 million the
next year. They took those savings and
put them directly into student serv-
ices.

In addition to all these achieve-
ments, Dr. Lombardi taught us some-
thing very important. Something that
helps us answer the question, how do
we define success in any major State
university, not just in Gainesville,
Florida? We define success by the value
we add to the students that enter the
university and ultimately leave there.
John Lombardi never lost sight of the
fact that a university is only as great
as each and every one of its students
that attend there.

He made a point of doing something
that not enough university presidents
do today. He spent a great deal of time
with the students. Whether it was
cheering the many University of Flor-
ida sports’ teams on to victory, or
marching with the student band with
his clarinet, Dr. Lombardi showed the
students how much he cared about
them and their University.

Now, Dr. Lombardi, starting tomor-
row, is returning to his first love;

teaching. He will be teaching history
again, and his students will be very
lucky to have him there. But this is
our opportunity tonight to thank him
for his courageous leadership and for
his example in the years to come as the
University of Florida prospers under
his tremendous stewardship.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. MILLER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to pay tribute to Dr. John
Lombardi, the outgoing President of
my alma mater, the University of Flor-
ida.

Dr. Lombardi leaves his distinguished posi-
tion today after a proud decade of immeas-
urable service. During this period, he was in-
strumental in promoting the University of Flor-
ida’s reputation as one of the premier public
universities in the United States. However,
even as he prepares to leave this position, his
commitment to education remains unabated.
Dr. Lombardi plans to return to the classroom
as a professor in the University’s history de-
partment. Such dedication is typical of Dr.
Lombardi, as evidenced by his record of ac-
complishments and achievements as the
President of the University of Florida.

Complete enumeration of Dr. Lombardi’s ac-
complishments would take days, so I will focus
on a few accomplishments that I believe best
portray Dr. Lombardi’s tenure.

Foremost among the accomplishments dur-
ing the Lombardi years is the creation of the
University of Florida Brain Institute. This insti-
tute focuses on brain and spinal cord research
and treatment, and is recognized internation-
ally for its faculty, clinicians, students, and
staff. Dr. Lombardi oversaw the creation of
this institute, and construction of a six-story,
$60 million building to house this comprehen-
sive center devoted entirely to neuroscience.

Under Dr. Lombardi, the University has also
increased the availability of combined degree
programs for undergraduates who want to
earn both a Bachelors and a Masters degree
in five or six years. These programs have
proven to be very popular with students seek-
ing to take advantage of the university’s cur-
ricular depth during a five or six year experi-
ence.

Also underway, as a direct result of Dr.
Lombardi’s vision and leadership, is the Grad-
uate Growth Initiative. This initiative to in-
crease the graduate student population to ap-
proximately 25% of the entire student body
has resulted in growing numbers of graduate
students, and proven to be an important asset
in support of the University’s research agenda.

Dr. Lombardi will be missed as President of
the University of Florida. I wish him the best
of luck in his return to the classroom, and
commend him for his dedicated service to the
University of Florida.
f

SOCIAL SECURITY AND THE
BUDGET

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker,
Washington has hit the point on the
political calendar when Congress and
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